A half empty bucket: women’s role in the governance of water re-

Water use in Zambia’s rural households is strongly determined

far from the commercial utilities’ development of a piped water

definition proposed by Saleth and Dinar (2000, p. 176): a “water institution sets

administration.”
The National Water Policy (2010, p. 19) stresses that “women shall be empow
opment of water resources and, specifically, in the use of water.”
shall ”promote the participation of the community in water resources manage
ing to the management, development and use of water.” Art. 27.2.b mandates
the Minister of Water with the “mainstreaming of gender into the policies,
ment and use.” Art. 31.3.d mandates the Water Resources Management Au
thority to “provide mechanisms [...] for enabling the public and communities, in
catchment.”

Table 1. Functions of the Zambian institutions in the water sector (source: author’s elaboration of Uhlendahl et al. 2011)

in the dependent variable. SPSS’s procedure to identify outliers

hold. Also, the level of users’ payments allocated to the opera

amount of water is collected, since it is mainly the women’s

emphasis given by Zambia’s Water Policy and Water Act to
women’s empowerment and participation in issues and deci-

institutions believe in the effectiveness of smallholders’ partici

The respondents’ knowledge of the exact functions of the vari

and ZAWA also did not pass the smallholder’s test and re

–
–
evident that women’s participation is significantly lower (Table

sions taken by each institution (and in case this was “rarely” or “never” a follow
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